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Introduction 
This document describes the purpose of the examination and provides an overview of the exam content 
along with a list of the laws and standards to study. 

Purpose of the examination  
Anyone who passes the examination may act as an inspector for residential buildings with one to six 
private units, or for any private portion of a residential building in divided co-ownership, regardless of the 
building category as defined in the standard. 

Details 
• Duration: 2.5 h 
• Passing score: 75% 
• Language: French or English 
• Type of exam: multiple-choice questions 

Examination content  
The examination for residential building inspectors covers the following topics: 

• Normative, regulatory and legislative frameworks governing inspection in Québec 
• Preparing for an inspection 
• Means implemented at the time of the inspection 
• Conducting the inspection 
• Inspection results 
• Compliance with the standard and regulation on professional ethics and conflicts of interest 
• Writing the inspection report 
• Sustainable development rules specific to real-estate transaction inspections 

Preparing for the examination 
To prepare for the exam, we recommend that you consult the qualification profile. It outlines all the skills 
and knowledge that are expected of a residential building inspector and that may be assessed during the 
examination. 

You can find the qualification profile and other useful information on our website: 
www.rbq.gouv.qc.ca/inspector. 

  

https://www.rbq.gouv.qc.ca/en/vous-etes/inspecteur-preachat/obtaining-a-residential-building-inspector-certificate/
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Recommended reading 
As an inspector, you must comply with the laws and regulations in your field of qualification. This means 
regularly updating your knowledge of laws, regulations, codes and standards.  

Here are the main documents pertinent to the exam: 

Document Recommended 
reading 

Provided 
during exam 

Canadian Free Trade Agreement (CFTA) X 
 

 

BNQ 3009-500, Residential Buildings – Inspection Practices 
in a Real Estate Transaction Context  

X 

 

X 

 

Québec Construction Code, Chapter I –  Building, and 
National Building Code of Canada, 2015 (amended) X X 

Safety Code (CQLR, B-1.1, r. 3) X X 

Regulation respecting the regulation of residential 
building inspectors for inspections in the context of a real 
estate transaction (REIBH) (CQLR, B-1.1, r. 3.1)  

X X 

 

Many of these documents are available for consultation on the Légis Québec website at 
www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca. 

Material supplied 
All material needed for the exam (calculator, ruler, paper, pencil, etc.) will be provided on site. 

Only documents and material supplied by the invigilator may be used during the examination. 

 

http://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/
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